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BOSTON, OCTOBER, 1896. 



For nearly fifty years the friends of peace on both sides of the 
Atlantic have been laboring to bring up the public mind of the civilized 
world to that level of perfection which it has now reached, or to an effort 
to break this long reign of anarchy ; to rescue the nations from the 
unreasoning and irresponsible despotism of lynch law ; to bring them 
under the peaceful rule of an international code and court of justice and 
equity. I think that every enlightened mind must rejoice that we now 
seem to be almost within arm's reach of this great consummation which 
must bring in such a new and glorious future to mankind. Certainly 
those here iu the golden locks of youth may live to see the erection of 
the most august tribunal that can be created this side of the great white 
throne of Infinite Justice ; a High Court of Nations, before which they 
shall all stand on one even footing ; before which right shall become the 
only might to be recognized in the award ; a court in whose scales of 
impartial justice Switzerland shall weigh as much as France, Sweden 
as Russia, or Mexico as the American Union. Whoever sees that con- 
summation will see law, the human arm of the Almighty on earth, 
encircling the nations and lifting them up to the happy destiny predicted 
by His holy seers of old. 

Elihu Burritt in 1873. 
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CONSTITUTION 

OF THE 

American Peace Society. 



Article I. This Society shall be designated the 
Peace Society." 



'American 



Art. II. This Society, being founded od the principle that all 
war is contrary to the spirit of the gospel, shall have for its object 
to illustrate the inconsistency of war with Christianity, to show 
its baleful influence on all the great interests of mankind, and to 
devise means for insuring universal and permanent peace. 

Art. III. Persons of every Christian denomination desirous of 
promoting peace on earth, and good- will towards men, may be- 
come members of this Society. 

Art. IV. Every annual subscriber of two dollars shall be a 
member of this Society. 

Art. V. The payment of twenty dollars at one time shall con- 
stitute any person a Life-member. 

Art. VI. The chairman of each corresponding committee, the 
officers and delegates of every auxiliary contributing to the funds 
of this Society, and every minister of the gospel who preaches 
once a year on the subject of peace, and takes up a collection in 



behalf of the cause, shall be entitled to the privileges of regular 
members. 

Art. VII. All contributors shall be entitled within the year to 
one-half the amount of their contributions in the publications of 
the Society. 

Art. VIII. The Officers of this Society shall be a President, 
Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, an Auditor and a 
Board of Directors, consisting of not less than twenty members of 
the Society, including the President, Secretary and Treasurer, 
who shall be ex-officio members of the Board. All Officers shall 
hold their offices until their successors are appointed, and the 
Board of Directors shall have power to fill vacancies in any office 
of the Society. There shall be an Executive Committee of seven, 
consisting of the President, Secretary and five Directors to be 
chosen by the Board, which Committee shall, subject to the 
Board of Directors, have the entire control of the executive and 
financial affairs of the Society. Meetings of the Board of Direc- 
tors or of the Executive Committee may be called by the President, 
the Secretary or two members of such body. The Society or the 
Board of Directors may invite persons of well known legal ability 
to act as Honorary Counsel. 

Art. IX. The Society shall hold an annual meeting at such 
time and place as the Board oi Directors may appoint, to receive 
their own and the Treasurer's report, to choose officers, and 
transact such other business as may come before them. 

Art. X. The object of this Society shall never be changed; 
but the constitution may in other respects be altered, on recom- 
mendation of the Executive Committee, or of any ten members of 
the Society, by a vote of three-fourths of the members present 
at any regular meeting. 
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BRITISH VIEWS OF LORD SALISBURY'S PRO- 
POSALS. 

When Lord Salisbury made public the correspondence 
of the British Government with that of the United Stat.es 
in regard to an arbitration treaty he invited criticism of 
the course which had been pursued up to that time. He 
said in the House of Lords on the 17th of July : " We 
have need to know what is the trend of public opinion on 
these matters. We desire, in a question which is cer- 
tainly not one of party, that the best intellects that we 
have on both sides should apply themselves to a matter 
that affects the welfare of the human race in a singular 
degree, and especially the good relations of a state with 
which we so desire to be on good terms as the United 
States of America. Therefore we have laid the papers 
on the table, and we hope to derive from such attention 
as noble lords on both sides of the House may devote 
to them much guidance with respect to the subsequent 
conduct of the negotiations that we have to pursue." 

When the Prime Minister said " noble lords on both 
sides of the House " he doubtless had his mind's eye on 



the much larger body of critics beyond the House of 
Lords to which he was submitting the correspondence. 
So far as we have been able to gather, the general verdict 
in Great Britain has been that the Prime Minister, while 
animated by an excellent spirit, has been altogether too 
cautious and fearful. English confidence in arbitration 
seems to be as advanced as American. The Daily Chron- 
icle said : 

" Lord Salisbury's position is untenable. We suggest 
this in no controversial spirit, but rather in response 
to Lord Salisbury's own request for criticisms and 
opinions such as might assist the further development of 
this hopeful correspondence. Those who have read our 
summary of the despatches will have observed that Lord 
Salisbury is throughout beset by the idea of caution. 
We do not blame him, for the proposed treaty is a thing 
too momentous to be settled without the utmost circum- 
spection. But of caution, as of all else, one can have 
too much. Lord Salisbury has so far insisted on a triple 
safeguard. He claims that either nation may refuse to 
enter into arbitration at all, on any point in which it 
chooses to consider that its ' honor or integrity ' is in- 
volved. Then he demands that there shall be, over 
and above the agreed arbitration authority, a balanced 
tribunal of appeal without any umpire indifferent to 
either nationality. And finally he insists that after all is 
said and done, either nation may at its pleasure reject the 
award, unless a majority of the judges of its own court 
have decided against its protest. Now we say, after very 
careful consideration of the issue, that this position will 
not do. An agreement to arbitrate, if it is anything at 
all, is an agreement to submit one's own probably biassed 
and quite possibly erroneous view to the judgment of 
some competent judge who has no interest either way. 
To say that such a tribunal cannot be had, is to say that 
arbitration is hopeless, and war the only issue. * * * * 
Of equal importance is it that the General Treaty of 
Arbitration, whatever may be its precise limits of action, 
should not contain the seeds of its own destruction. If 
a nation binds itself to arbitrate a question, it must in 
honor engage itself also to accept the arbitrator's award. 
If it goes into a transaction of this character with the 
determination only to accept a decision which happens to 
suit it, the whole process is doomed to failure." 

The Right Hon. John Morley, in an able article in the 
Nineteenth Century for August, takes the same position. 
He says : 

" No fault can be found with Lord Salisbury for pro- 



